Lou Anne Kling
May 17, 2017

Lou Anne passed away on May 17, 2017 of a worn out, much used heart.
Lou Anne Beito was born on August 14, 1939 in Granite Falls, Minnesota to Lloyd and
Alta Halvorson Beito. She was the third of six kids and enjoyed growing up first on the
Volstead farm and then the family farmstead and playing in Palmer Creek. She was
baptized and confirmed at Saron Lutheran Church.
She married the love of her life, Wayne Kling, on August 31, 1968. They raised seven
children on their farm west of Granite Falls and taught their children the fine art of
detassling corn, walking bean fields and pulling nails from boards.
In the troubled farm times of the 1980’s, Lou Anne found her calling in life outside of being
a mother. She stirred up things as an activist with the first act being a “plowdown” in 1980
to bring attention to the need for parity of farm prices. After unsuccessfully running for a
MN House seat in 1982, she took a different political route and helped to develop the
Minnesota Farm Advocate Program where she worked tirelessly for years helping family
farms stay viable and in the hands of the families she helped. With the advocate program
she traveled across the country conducting trainings and was honored with the Virginia
McKnight Binder Award for Human Service in 1987 for her faithful advocacy work. In 1992
she became the state director of the MN Farmer’s Home Administration. In 1993 she was
appointed by President Bill Clinton to go to Washington DC to serve as the USDA Deputy
Administrator of Farm Loan Programs for the FmHA. From 1996 to 2000 she developed
and implemented the Farm Service Agency’s Outreach Program. Lou Anne and Wayne
returned to Granite Falls in 2000 and, without missing a beat, Lou Anne started helping
farmers again.
Lou Anne always had a strong opinion and was willing to fight for what she believed in.
She spent thousands of dollars on phone bills and, if you called her home and got a busy
signal, you knew she was likely in the middle of helping someone out.

She enjoyed having her family for holidays and was a wonderful cook. During Christmas
with the grandchildren, you would find “Grandma Louie” on the floor with them handing out
the gifts and delighting in their joy. She was proud of being of Norwegian ancestry and she
was happiest sitting at a table with family and friends having a cup of coffee and talking
about life….and politics!
Lou Anne is survived by her husband Wayne Kling of Granite Falls, MN and seven
children; Carrie (Larry) Anderson of Westbrook, MN, Shari (Ron) Kottke of Walnut Grove,
MN, Butch (Pam) Paskewitz of BeaverCreek, OH, Susan (Doug) Westbrook of Onalaska,
WI, Michael (Tracey) Kling of Lewisville, TX, W. Mitchell (Carlee) Kling of Granite Falls,
MN, and Matthew (Heather) Kling of Lonsdale, MN. She is also survived by 15
grandchildren, 8 great-grandchildren, brothers Ronnie (Deanne) Beito, David (Lorelei)
Beito, Gary Beito and Paul Beito and sister-in-law Pat (Jerry) Stone.
She was preceded in death by her mother and father, mother and father-in-law Delilah and
Henry Kling, and sibling/in-laws Donna and Billy Bruflat, Barb and Percy Falk and Judy
Beito.

Cemetery

Events

Stony Run Cemetery

MAY
21

Stony Run Township, MN, 56241

Visitation

02:00PM - 05:00PM

Wing-Bain Funeral Home
595 14th Ave, Granite Falls, MN, US, 56241

MAY
22

Visitation

09:30AM - 10:30AM

United Church of Christ Granite Falls
210 9th Avenue, Granite Falls, MN, US, 56241

MAY
22

Funeral Service

10:30AM

United Church of Christ Granite Falls
210 9th Avenue, Granite Falls, MN, US, 56241

Comments

“

I just learned of Lou Anne death this week and wanted to share my sympathy with
family and gratitude for her life. She was truly a kind, caring woman who always
worked to help others. I got to know her through her advocacy for others, and loved
her spirit of generosity.

John Marty - December 25, 2017 at 10:05 AM

“

Greetings Wayne and Family - The Rural Coalition is sending you a copy of the
tribute to Lou Anne that we have affirmed from all our members - all organizations
representing the diverse farmers of the US. Her service to our communities was
beyond measure.
My connection to Lou Anne precedes that time - when I was working in the mid
1980's with the Interfaith movement and the advocates that grew out of that
movement to save thousands of family farms. She taught us most of all about the
determination to resolve injustice. Her work leading to the 1987 Ag Credit Act most of
all involved building a movement and a network of hundreds of people who assisted
families in saving their land. In that Act we also passed the very first protections for
the thousands of African American and other people of color farmers who had been
suffering discrimination for years.
While at USDA, she reached out and worked with us constantly to transform the
systems of injustice. She provided us tools, and gained support for the very first
partners meeting of Community Based Organizations and USDA - tho then it was
simply called small farms work. Her service in opening doors and increasing options
for justice were invaluable to all the work we have done since.
Moreover, Lou Anne was my friend. While in DC we met for dinner and shared our
struggles and challenges and the happy things too. I stored her furniture when she
was moving, and when she came back to get it when she returned to MN, she left the
kitchen table that she felt I needed more than her as I went through a transition in my
family.
She was valiant and kind and brave and practical. She did not take no for an
answere.
She was widely beloved and will remain always in our memories. Rural Coalition has
a closing circle at each of our Assemblies, and stories of her will be included in our
remembrances, and a candle lit each time for her. As she departs on her spirit
journey, she will remain always in our hearts. Her life's work forms a strong
foundation for so much we have done since - and her tenacity and wisdom will
continue to inspire us.
We wish her family the comfort of happy memories, good meals, and hospitality. We
surround you with love and thanks.
Lorette Picciano on behalf of the Rural Coalition

Lorette Picciano - July 02, 2017 at 02:30 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I just found out that Lou Anne was gone. She was a
fantastic lady with a true fighting spirtit for all the farmers in Agriculture. She was one
of a kind and will be missed by all who knew her. She taught all of us so many things
and the one special thing was "never give up the fight". May God Bless her and keep
her.
Connie Dykes
State of MN Farm Advocate Program

Connie Dykes - June 18, 2017 at 11:36 AM

“

As the Farm Advocate at Farm Aid, I had the pleasure of working closely with Lou
Anne these past two years. I'm glad we got to celebrate Lou Anne's work at the Farm
Aid concert in Chicago, where she made many jokes as I drove her and the other 10
advocates through crazy traffic to get to all the events. In my time at Farm Aid, Lou
Anne has served as an important mentor- helping me understand lending rules and
regulations and coaching me through a number of cases with farmers across the
country. I am eternally grateful for all that she has taught me.

Jennie Msall - May 31, 2017 at 09:06 AM

“

Condolences to Wayne and her whole family. I knew Lou Anne growing up, and Pat
has kept me up-to-date on your (her) family all these years. So sorry for your loss.
She was an amazing person, and will be missed.

Jill Tesnow Williams - May 26, 2017 at 09:42 AM

“

Ron & Mary Ann Carpenter lit a candle in memory of Lou Anne Kling

Ron & Mary Ann Carpenter - May 23, 2017 at 03:13 PM

“

Wayne & familyOur sincere condolences on the passing of Lou Anne. Your family is in our thoughts
and prayers. Miegell & Kathy (Beito) Honebrink

Kathy Honebrink - May 23, 2017 at 06:41 AM

“

Lorette Picciano lit a candle in memory of Lou Anne Kling

Lorette Picciano - May 22, 2017 at 01:34 PM

“

Jerel-Terri Stenersen lit a candle in memory of Lou Anne Kling

Jerel-Terri Stenersen - May 22, 2017 at 07:29 AM

“

“

Rest In Peace Lou Anne!
Jerel-Terri Stenersen - May 22, 2017 at 07:29 AM

Sending Prayers to all of Louanne's family. Calvin & Linda Hildahl

Linda Hildahl - May 21, 2017 at 10:16 PM

“

On behalf of myself and the thousands of member-families of the Federation of
Southern Cooperatives, we offer our sympathy and prayers to the family and friends
of Lou Anne Kling. I worked with her for many years as an advocate for farmers, and
later when she began working for Rural Development (USDA) in Washington, DC.
She was a trusted supporter of farmers everywhere but, a special friend of the Black
farmer members of the Federation of Southern Cooperatives and farmers of color
throughout the nation that are part of the Rural Coalition. During the farm bill fights
and discrimination law suites, she was always giving useful information, advice, and
support.
We will plant a tree at our Federation Rural Training and Research Center in Epes,
Alabama to honor the memory of Lou Anne Kling. Rest in peace.
John Zippert

John Zippert - May 21, 2017 at 04:25 PM

“

Susan Stokes purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Lou Anne Kling.

Susan Stokes - May 21, 2017 at 12:58 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Lou Anne Kling.

May 21, 2017 at 12:33 PM

“

Steven & Bonnie Andresen lit a candle in memory of Lou Anne Kling

Steven & Bonnie Andresen - May 21, 2017 at 09:10 AM

“

Sympathy to you all. Lou Anne was such a wonderful person. It was a privilege to
know her . Sending hugs and prayers to you all.

Kim Molden - May 21, 2017 at 08:50 AM

“

Steven & Bonnie Andresen lit a candle in memory of Lou Anne Kling

Steven & Bonnie Andresen - May 20, 2017 at 10:22 PM

“

Steven & Bonnie Andresen lit a candle in memory of Lou Anne Kling

Steven & Bonnie Andresen - May 20, 2017 at 10:03 PM

“

I was blessed with several opportunities to visit with LouAnn Kling while working with
Debra Lee Fader and Ruthann Lee. Our conversations were a mixture of
enthusiasm, encouragement, adventure and humor. I can never forget that smile and
those sparkly blue eyes which to many farm families and friends of mine - it meant
that hope, courage, faith and humor had arrived on the scene and that things would
get done, changes would be made and hope would be restored. I was always looking
forward to the next conversation with....LouAnn Kling. She has inspired me. I am
grateful for these memories.

Sandy Erickson of Milan, MN - May 20, 2017 at 06:03 PM

“

Angie (Harrison) Eagle lit a candle in memory of Lou Anne Kling

Angie (Harrison) Eagle - May 20, 2017 at 12:34 PM

“

Pete and Betty Puckett purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for the family of
Lou Anne Kling.

Pete and Betty Puckett - May 20, 2017 at 09:23 AM

“

Vern & LeNae Teichert lit a candle in memory of Lou Anne Kling

Vern & LeNae Teichert - May 19, 2017 at 07:58 PM

“

Anne Kanten purchased the Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant for the family of Lou
Anne Kling.

Anne Kanten - May 19, 2017 at 06:59 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Lou Anne Kling.

May 19, 2017 at 05:12 PM

“

Doug and Julie Maus purchased the Sweet Tenderness for the family of Lou Anne
Kling.

Doug and Julie Maus - May 19, 2017 at 04:52 PM

“

Farmers’ Legal Action Group purchased the Bright and Beautiful Spray for the family
of Lou Anne Kling.

Farmers’ Legal Action Group - May 19, 2017 at 02:46 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Lou Anne Kling.

May 19, 2017 at 02:01 PM

“

Jim, Penny, Heather & Chad (Julia) Beito purchased the Rainbow Of Remembrance
Spray for the family of Lou Anne Kling.

Jim, Penny, Heather & Chad (Julia) Beito - May 19, 2017 at 01:31 PM

“

Christeen and Gene Borsheim purchased the Pretty Please for the family of Lou
Anne Kling.

Christeen and Gene Borsheim - May 19, 2017 at 01:15 PM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Lou Anne Kling.

May 19, 2017 at 12:12 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Lou Anne Kling.

May 19, 2017 at 11:10 AM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Lou Anne Kling.

May 19, 2017 at 11:04 AM

“

As an employee of the Farmers Home Administration in the 1980's I had the gift of
getting to know Lou Anne - I admired her veracity and devotion to people in trouble.
She was a pioneer for all women - in a world where there opinion did not count
nearly as much as a man's she showed them what she was made of and earned
their respect. God speed on her next journey!

Janice Kostad - May 19, 2017 at 11:03 AM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Lou Anne Kling.

May 19, 2017 at 10:16 AM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss ,she was a lovely lady , May she rest in peace <3

Tomaza Salas - May 19, 2017 at 09:40 AM

“

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the family of Lou Anne Kling.

May 19, 2017 at 08:39 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Lou Anne Kling.

May 18, 2017 at 11:33 PM

“

John Lyngen lit a candle in memory of Lou Anne Kling

John Lyngen - May 18, 2017 at 09:32 PM

“

Steven And Karen Kling lit a candle in memory of Lou Anne Kling

Steven and Karen Kling - May 18, 2017 at 09:24 PM

“

I am saddened to hear of Lou Anne's passing.....shocked really. My world will be a
little dulled without Lou Anne in it. I am grateful fr her friendship over all our many
years.

Maureen Aakre - May 18, 2017 at 09:09 PM

“

Linda Wasmund lit a candle in memory of Lou Anne Kling

Linda Wasmund - May 18, 2017 at 06:58 PM

“

Cheryl Christensen lit a candle in memory of Lou Anne Kling

Cheryl Christensen - May 18, 2017 at 05:50 PM

“

“

My sympathy and prayers !
Cheryl - May 18, 2017 at 05:52 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Lou Anne Kling.

May 18, 2017 at 04:17 PM

“

Doug & Carolyn Kleven purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of Lou
Anne Kling.

Doug & Carolyn Kleven - May 18, 2017 at 04:16 PM

“

Karen Tadd lit a candle in memory of Lou Anne Kling

Karen Tadd - May 18, 2017 at 02:56 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Lou Anne Kling.

May 18, 2017 at 02:32 PM

