Jowane Howard
May 2, 2020

Jowane Howard, 83, passed away on May 2, 2020 at the Northfield Hospital. Memorial
Services will be held Saturday, September 19, 2020 at 2:00 PM at St. Luke’s Church in
Faribault, Minnesota. A Graveside Service will be Sunday, September 20, 2020 at 11:00
AM at the Sunset Memorial Cemetery in Montevideo.
Jowane Marie Routier Howard was born in Blue Earth, July 8, 1936, daughter of Howard
and Jane Routier. The family moved to Delavan in 1951 where she graduated from high
school in 1954. Following graduation, she worked in Minneapolis until her marriage to her
one and only beloved Oliver Carlton Howard in October 1955. They lived in various
locations while Oliver worked with the Howard Construction Company, ending up residing
in Montevideo for 15 years. At 38, Jowane was widowed. She ran the construction
business for a time, put herself through cosmetology school, owned & operated her Hair
Hut Salon & raised her two girls. From there she moved to Northfield where she was an
Administrative Assistant for different departments at St. Olaf College and then worked at
her beloved St. Luke’s Church in Faribault. At 80, Jowane graduated from Village Schools
of the Bible - a long time dream she fulfilled.
Jowane is survived by her loving daughters, Brenda Larson and special friend, Dave; Amy
Jo Howard and special friend, Greg; grandchildren Cal (Amy) Larson, Maddie (Josh)
Fischer, Austin (Hannah) Schmitt, Stephanie Schmitt, Casey Schmitt; great grandchildren
Henry, Hannah, Aspen, and Sawyer; sister Vanette (Dave) Pope, brother Ralph (Janet)
Routier and many nieces, nephews, cousins, special friends and her silly beloved dog
BayaMay. She was preceded in death by her loving husband, Ollie, in 1974, parents
Howard and Jane Routier and parents-in-law Floyd and Olga Howard.
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Comments

“

Brenda, so I am so sorry for your loss. I have a lot of fun memories of hanging out at
your house and your mom would be practicing her music in the background. We
would wait for her to finish so we could use the stereo.
Kim (Hanson) Rengstorff

Kim (Hanson) Rengstorff - May 21, 2020 at 04:14 PM

“

Jowane was truly unique, from her spiky hair, to her chuckling laughter, to her special
way of sharing her love and knowledge of her Savior through the Tuesday Bible
Study. I cherish the memories of good times we had together. I breaks my heart, that
after all the many, many funeral services where she shared her musical talents, there
can be no service for her at this time. I believe she would have wanted a service
filled with all her favorite hymns!
My deepest sympathy to Amy, Brenda and their families.
In Christian love,
Marian Bahl
Faribault

Marian Bahl - May 14, 2020 at 11:40 AM

“

Karen Tadd sent a virtual gift in memory of Jowane Howard

Karen Tadd - May 11, 2020 at 12:03 PM

“

My sympathy on the loss of your Mom.
She was a great Lady!!
Thinking of you Brenda and Amy on this
Mother's Day.
Love
Ruth (Christians) Redel

Ruth Redel - May 10, 2020 at 03:04 PM

“

Ruth Holm is following this tribute.

Ruth Holm - May 08, 2020 at 11:07 PM

“

Jowane is so missed. Her bible studies were full of wisdom, and encouragement. As
I am so happy she is with the Savior, I am heartbroken she won't be with us
anymore. Loved her piano playing, choice of songs was right on, and great big hugs.
She seemed to be able to sense when I was struggling and offered prayers and love.
So many things I could say, just know Jowane, I expect to hear your worship in
Heaven to fill our hearts down here. From heart to heart, I love you.

Ruth Holm - May 08, 2020 at 11:05 PM

“

Bob & Janet Barwick lit a candle in memory of Jowane Howard

Bob & Janet Barwick - May 08, 2020 at 02:19 PM

“

I have so many wonderful memories of Jowane……… Many revolve around our
activities at the Congregational church---working together on the church newsletter,
her involvement in so many aspects of church life. Her friendship with our family...her
concern for Brenda after Ollie passed away and Brenda coming to Europe with the
Birkey kids.
Her kindness to Martha when she was struggling in HS.
Jowane was a powerful witness as a Christian who didn't just talk the talk....she
walked the walk.
Blessings and condolences to Amy , Brenda and family as you continue your journey
without Jowane cheering you on. She will be doing that and singing God's praises
from above.
Mary Anne Bennett

Mary Anne Bennett - May 07, 2020 at 08:02 PM

“

So many fond memories with Jowane. I loved her as a sister in Christ. She always
asked about about my son who grew up in the church and was recently confirmed -loved that about her -- always caring for others. So multi-talented -- my Grandmother,
rest her soul, always just loved it when Jowane played the organ at church. I will truly
miss her smiles! As was always said at the end of every service "Go in peace to love
and serve the Lord" she was a wonderful example of that and served Him well!

Kari Casper - May 06, 2020 at 01:54 PM

“

I am terribly saddened to hear of Jowanes passing. I will always treasure her
friendship. She loved God, her family, her friends and all of us at St. Luke's Church.
Well done, thou good and faithful servant. Gordon and Linda Elliott.

Gordon Elliott - May 04, 2020 at 10:40 PM

