John Aeikens
December 24, 2020

John Aeikens of Granite Falls passed away December 24, 2020 in his home surrounded
by his loving family. Due to Covid-19 there will be a private service for family on January 9,
2021 at Granite Falls Lutheran Church. A celebration of life will be held in future for all to
attend.
John was born on November 13,1941 to Ben & Jesse (Christians) Aeikens. He was a
longtime member of Our Saviors Lutheran Church of Sacred Heart & most recently
Granite Falls Lutheran Church. He was baptized & confirmed at Our Savior Lutheran in
Montevideo. On November 7, 1964 he was united in marriage to Caron Jurgenson. To this
union 3 children were born. Greg, Jodi, Amy.
John will be remembered for his gentle spirit, kindness, big heart, great sense of humor,
and his willingness to help others. He was employed by the Sacred Heart Public School
for 31 years as a custodian & bus driver. He enjoyed working amongst many wonderful
people. John & Caron enjoyed summers with their Canary Beach friends and shared
many great fishing stories. John loved growing up with 12 siblings, visiting with his kids,
grandchildren, and attending family gatherings. He also enjoyed, playing cards, watching
high school sports, and most of all visiting with friends that would stop over because the
coffee was always “on”. Many would say that John also made the world’s best chicken.
He is survived by his loving wife Caron, son Greg Aeikens of Sacred Heart, MN,
daughter’s Jodi (Kent) Carda of Belgrade, MN, and Amy (Todd) Stegeman of Albertville,
MN, also grandchildren Bryan Aeikens of Sacred Heart, MN, and his special friend
(Christin Pitt), Jordan Carda of St. Louis, MO, Mykenzie Stegeman and her fiancé (Brock
Bender) of Otsego, MN, and Karly & (Matthew) Piper of Minneapolis, MN.
His siblings Kenny (Janice) Aeikens of Benson, MN, Leona Aeikens (Dennis Gabbert) of
Granite Falls, MN, Joanne Gliesman (Estle Jenkens) of Courtland IL, Elaine (Larry)
Anacleto of Lemoore, CA, Patricia Aeikens of Clovis, CA, Jim (Diane) Aeikens of Cyrus,
MN, and in-laws James Peerboom of Rochelle, IL Peggy Aeikens of Bloomington, MN
Karen Aeikens of Sycamore,IL, Janice Jurgenson of Plainview, MN, Darlene Jurgenson of
Clarkfield, MN and Luverne Johnson of Kenyon, MN. Along with many nieces, nephews,
cousins, and friends.
John is proceeded in death by his parents Ben and Jessie, siblings Donald Aeikens,

Donna Peerboom, Rodney Christians, Shirley Tollefson, Dennis (Melva) Aeikens, Wayne
(Jeannine) Aeikens, and Beverly Aeikens in infancy. In-laws Arden & Gladys Jurgenson,
brother & sister in-laws; Dick Gleisman, Roland Jurgenson, Jeanne Johnson, Arden
Jurgenson, Richard (Liz) Jurgenson, Howard (Phyllis) Jurgenson, and Larry Jurgenson.
Blessed be his Memory.

Events
JAN
9

Private Family Service
Granite Falls Lutheran Church
350 9th Avenue, Granite Falls, MN, US, 56241

Comments

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of John Aeikens.

January 08 at 05:17 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John Aeikens.

January 08 at 09:39 AM

“

Sorry for your loss Caren

Joyce Klaassen - January 06 at 11:53 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of John Aeikens.

January 04 at 08:14 PM

“

So sorry-I meant on the loss of your grandpa.

Kristi Nelson - January 02 at 02:26 PM

“

Sending our condolences and hugs. So sorry to hear of your father’s passing Greg
and thinking of you Bryan and Karly on the kiss if your grandpa. We are glad we had
a chance to meet him and your grandma
~Mike and Kristi Nelson

Kristi Nelson - January 02 at 02:24 PM

“

Tom Hagen lit a candle in memory of John Aeikens

Tom Hagen - December 31, 2020 at 09:16 AM

“

I met John when I taught at the Sacred Heart School. He always took the time to
visit, share a story or a joke. He truly cared about people and what he could do to be
of help to them. It was obvious that his first love was family, he was very proud of
them and thoroughly enjoyed their time together. John will be missed by many.
Pam Freiborg

Pam Freiborg - December 30, 2020 at 01:17 PM

“

Sorry For Your Loss.

Lonnie L Stenersen - December 30, 2020 at 09:37 AM

“

Amber Mosher lit a candle in memory of John Aeikens

Amber Mosher - December 30, 2020 at 08:46 AM

“

I remember him working in Sacred Heart school as a janitor when I attended.
Deepest sympathy to John's family.

Theresa Andrews - December 29, 2020 at 10:36 PM

“

Garden Accent Stone - 'Wherever a beautiful soul...' was purchased for the family of
John Aeikens.

December 29, 2020 at 10:33 PM

“

Devbi Melby lit a candle in memory of John Aeikens

Devbi Melby - December 29, 2020 at 08:10 PM

“

I always enjoyed visiting with John during my teaching days in Sacred Heart. What a
kind, gentle, caring man! Our paths crossed often when he moved to Granite Falls
also. We attended the same church and I often saw him at the Community Center.
My sincere sympathy to John’s family. He will be missed.

Mary Jepson - December 29, 2020 at 07:46 PM

“

Fay Reinke lit a candle in memory of John Aeikens

Fay Reinke - December 29, 2020 at 07:03 PM

“

Malana Niemeyer lit a candle in memory of John Aeikens

Malana Niemeyer - December 29, 2020 at 06:39 PM

“

Nancy Pierskalla lit a candle in memory of John Aeikens

Nancy Pierskalla - December 29, 2020 at 04:41 PM

“

I first met John when I taught at the Sacred Heart School. He was a very nice guy,
and you said it like he was in the obituary. He will be missed I am sure!

Vicky Bratsch - December 29, 2020 at 03:19 PM

“

Thinking of your family, sending big hugs and caring thoughts! I enjoyed working with
John! John was Always smiling ! He will be deeply missed !

phyllis minkel - December 29, 2020 at 01:55 PM

“

Prayers sent your way way Caron sorry for your loss

Joyce Klaassen - December 29, 2020 at 11:57 AM

“
“
“

So sorry for your loss of such a wonderful man. Sending prayers to the Aiekens family.
Mary Kotek - December 29, 2020 at 01:27 PM

Caron and family our thoughts and prayers are with you all!!
Lou Ann Decknatel - December 29, 2020 at 03:11 PM

John was so many things. The words that pop into my mind first when thinking about him
are Kind and Generous. But one of the things I loved most was his sense of humor - he
loved to tell a story and it almost always made us laugh!
He was a sweet husband to his wife and the kind of dad and grandfather his kids and
grandchildren simply adored.
He loved his big old family and was always there for his siblings whether it was to celebrate
a milestone, or share in their grief. He was an especially wonderful brother to my dad and I
am sure they are having a great time catching up with one another along with their mom
and other siblings and in-laws who beat them to heaven. I imagine a family fishing tourney
is in the works for everyone "in the area" right about now.
He's one of those guys who will be very missed. The family gatherings will be a little quieter
but the stories in his memory will forever bring the smiles and laughter that he could always
be counted to bring.
My heart goes out to all of you who were lucky enough to call him dad, husband, and
grandpa.
To John I say - Enjoy the upgrade and say hello to my dad (& all the other family members
who were there to welcome you into heaven)!
Jamie Thompson - December 29, 2020 at 03:19 PM

“

Caron and family so sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you. Will miss his
sense of humor! Take Care!
Nancy Pierskalla - December 29, 2020 at 04:42 PM

“

I enjoyed visiting with John during my teaching days at Sacred Heart school. He was, as
you've stated, gentle and kind and always willing to stop to help. My sympathies to your
family.
Debra Andries - December 29, 2020 at 05:18 PM

“

I can hear his brogue telling an Ole and Lena joke. Prayers and hugs to you and your
family. Take care
Bonita Haas - December 29, 2020 at 05:30 PM

“
“

My prayers go out to the Aeikens family
Galen - December 29, 2020 at 08:01 PM

What a wonderful couple!
I met Caron while working at Care Center and John at the Migrant Program at the Sacred
Heart School. They complimented each other! John was a kind man who always wanted to
help you! His smile would melt your heart! My thoughts and prayers to Caron and the
family!
Joyce Asche - December 29, 2020 at 08:01 PM

“

Sorry to learn of John's passing. Enjoyed a visit with John & Caron in the church basement
a couple of years ago. My sympathy to his family.
Steven R Johnson - January 04 at 10:31 AM

“

Caren and Family, My deepest Sympathies Thoughts and Prayers are with you at this time,
, Stay well and strong.,
Carol Buschmann - January 05 at 04:13 PM

