Harold Dahl
January 16, 2018

Harold Dahl was born July 29, 1918, the son of Ole and Hilda (Johnson) Dahl, in rural
Granite Falls. He was baptized and confirmed as an adult in the Lutheran faith on
December 12, 1945. He attended rural school through 8th Grade. He was united in
marriage to LuElla Harbour on Thanksgiving Day, November 23, 1944, at Black Oak Lake
Lutheran Church. He was a lifelong farmer who had a passion for nurturing the earth. He
was proud to be part of a Century Farm and his own mother, Hilda, was born & lived her
entire life on the same farm where Harold was also born and lived his entire life. At the
age of 12, he earned a 4-H trip to the State Fair with his Holstein calf. He traveled in a
train car from the Montevideo Depot to the State Fair. Harold served as a Chippewa
County Commissioner in the late 1960’s. He also served on many local committees and
on cooperative boards. He enjoyed spending time with his kids and the neighbor kids in
the back yard. He loved getting kids energized by joking around or jumping out from
behind a corner. In their retirement, he and Lu enjoyed traveling. They especially enjoyed
their trip to Denmark, Sweden and Norway. He was blessed with a large family, now
including five generations, and sincerely enjoyed spending time with family. The home
farm was always the gathering place for celebrations of every kind. Harold passed away
on Tuesday, January 16, 2018 at Granite Health Care Center at the age of 99½. He is
survived by daughter-in-law, Marilyn, sons Doug (and Linda), Ken (and Linda), Kevin (and
Pam), Grady (and Amy), and daughter Cheryl Eckhardt and several grandchildren, greatgrandchildren and great-great grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents,
his wife LuElla, sons Derrold and Greg, granddaughter Hilary, grandson-in-law, Nick
Reimann, two brothers, Lynn and Ozzie and two sisters, Tillie Hokuf and Belva North.
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Comments

“

So sorry to hear of Harold's death. I have lots of fond childhood memories of our
family spending time with the Dahl family...even though I was often overwhelmed by
the number of boys! :-) Harold and Lou were among my parent's best friends as well
as neighbors.
I remember taking my dad Stan to visit Harold a couple years ago after Dad moved
to Copper Glen in Montevideo. I was so impressed he was still living on the farm
alone, and doing so well.
My sincere sympathies to all the Dahl family as you not only mourn your loss, but
also celebrate the life of this wonderful man, and a life well lived.
Linda Jacobson

Linda Jacobson - January 19, 2018 at 12:04 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Harold Dahl.

January 17, 2018 at 10:10 PM

“

Great Great Grandchildren Charlotte, Grant, Nora purchased the Guiding Light
Bouquet for the family of Harold Dahl.

Great Great Grandchildren Charlotte, Grant, Nora - January 17, 2018 at 08:37 PM

“

My Cousin Harold
By LaRue W. Johnson
Anyone knowledgeable of the extensive family makeup of the Dahl's and Johnson's
knows there were a lot of cousins in the lineage. To the best of my information, I was

the youngest and must share that it was my great pleasure to have had Harold as a
very special mentor in my early adolescence. As a city raised youngster, I was
fortunate to spend several summers on the Dahl farm where Harold had gradually
taken over the farming role. I was "farmed out" there to hopefully be of some value.
After a number of notable less than productive attempts to be of value, he would
always be assuring me that he too had "been there, done that". Until he and Lu
started their family, he gave me gradually more challenges that I could successfully
accomplish. My biggest contribution to the farmstead was to ignite interest in
shooting baskets.
While Ozzie and Lynn were also still logging time on the farm, it was always Harold
that I remember coming in at the end of the day, face covered with sweaty dust. By
the time he washed up he was transformed into my hero with a shiny face and farmer
tan topped with already receding red hair. The animal chores he entrusted to me
surely had a significant impact on me to becoming a veterinarian with large animal
emphasis. At the end of my last summer there, Harold and Lu took me into Granite
Falls and rewarded me with the chance to pick out a jacket as a present but also a
memory. I so respected Harold as a mentor but also his role as a husband, father
and a special human being. I was extremely fortunate to have traveled from Colorado
to the Twin Cities on the same weekend as their 50th wedding anniversary and was
able to surprise them with my presence.
Harold deserved to have lived to 100 years but fell just short. The last time I talked to
him on the phone, I almost couldn't believe how chipper he was and sounded just
like himself. My siblings, Donald Johnson and Marilyn Schneider also held Harold in
very high regard.
Dr. LaRue W. Johnson - January 17, 2018 at 07:13 PM

“

John, Vic and Ellen, Bruce and Phyllis. purchased the Blue Caribbean Bouquet for
the family of Harold Dahl.

John, Vic and Ellen, Bruce and Phyllis. - January 17, 2018 at 06:56 PM

“

Always enjoyed family gatherings on the farm. Sorry for the loss of Harold, treasure
the memories.
Angela Kalkbrenner

Angela Kalkbrenner - January 17, 2018 at 06:26 PM

“

I am so glad I got to know Harold at the clinic. He was a very sweet man. Sorry for
your loss. Cheryl Lee

cheryl lee - January 17, 2018 at 12:52 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Harold Dahl.

January 17, 2018 at 10:34 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Harold Dahl.

January 17, 2018 at 09:10 AM

“

My condolences to the Dahl family. My prayers are with you.

Steve Lindstrom - January 16, 2018 at 10:59 PM

“

To my dear cousins, my love and sympathy. Harold, my mother’s brother, was the
Patriarch of the Dahl family. He kept the homestead farm. His mother spent a time in
the “sod hut” on that farm. She lived her entire life on that farmstead as did Harold.
The entire Dahl extended family owes a debt of gratitude to him for preserving our
heritage. From early childhood memories in the original family home to thoughts of
meals with he and Lu in my 20’s and 30’s, he was the uncle for whom I always had

such respect. His humor was disarming, his laugh infectious, and his seriousness
piercing, yet affirming. He was the perfect Uncle. I always sensed some sibling rivalry
between he and my mother… but also a tremendous love. I think my mother adored
him. His comments to her mattered more than most. At the wonderful age of 99-1/2,
he now belongs to God.
ron - January 16, 2018 at 10:09 PM

“

We are sending our condolences to Harold's family. Calvin & Linda Hildahl

Linda Hildahl - January 16, 2018 at 10:03 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Harold. May the memories you have made together get you
through this difficult time.
In Sympathy,
Joyce Donley and Randy Phelps

Joyce Donley - January 16, 2018 at 09:59 PM

“

Mary Rice lit a candle in memory of Harold Dahl

Mary Rice - January 16, 2018 at 08:42 PM

“

To my dear cousins, my love and sympathy. Harold, my mother’s brother, was the
Patriarch of the Dahl family. He kept the homestead farm. His mother spent a time in
the “sod hut” on that farm. She lived her entire life on that farmstead as did Harold.
The entire Dahl extended family owes a debt of gratitude to him for preserving our
heritage. From early childhood memories in the original family home to thoughts of
meals with he and Lu in my 20’s and 30’s, he was the uncle for whom I always had
such respect. His humor was disarming, his laugh infectious, and his seriousness
piercing, yet affirming. He was the perfect Uncle. I always sensed some sibling rivalry
between he and my mother… but also a tremendous love. I think my mother adored
him. His comments to her mattered more than most. At the wonderful age of 99-1/2,
he now belongs to God. --Ron North

ron - January 16, 2018 at 08:23 PM

“

Mark And Lynette Bakker lit a candle in memory of Harold Dahl

Mark and Lynette Bakker - January 16, 2018 at 07:14 PM

“

Jerel-Terri Stenersen lit a candle in memory of Harold Dahl

Jerel-Terri Stenersen - January 16, 2018 at 06:20 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Ron - January 16, 2018 at 04:40 PM

