Dr. Ken Carter
January 23, 2020

Dr. Kenneth Robert Carter was born on December 15, 1942, in Chicago, Illinois, the son of
Floyd and Lucille (Merkens) Carter. He was baptized as an infant at the Pleasant View
Lutheran Church and later confirmed at the Methodist Church in Ada, Minnesota. Growing
up on a farm in rural Norman county near Ada, Ken attended school and graduated in
1960 from the Ada Public High School. He continued his education at the University of
Minnesota with intentions to become a veterinarian, but his heart fell to caring for people.
He earned his medical degree at the University of Minnesota Medical School, was a
member of the Phi Chi Fraternity, graduating in 1968. He then completed a rotating
internship at St Mary’s Hospital in Duluth, MN on July 1, 1969.
On June 11, 1967, Dr. Ken was united in marriage to Lorelei “Lori” Folkerts at University
Methodist Church in Minneapolis. They were blessed with three sons, Robert, Richard and
Ted.
Following his internship, he began practicing medicine in Clinton, Minnesota. In 1970, Dr.
Ken joined the physicians at Granite Falls Medical Center and for 50 years he quietly
served the community. He was on staff at the Granite Falls Hospital, was a friend of the
Upper Sioux Community and he was instrumental to the founding of Project Turnabout.
Dr. Ken was a member of the Minnesota Medical Association, the Academy of Family
Physicians, Minnesota Academy of Family Physicians, American Medical Association, and
the area Camp Release Medical Society. He was board certified in Geriatric Medicine. Dr.
Ken was the county coroner for decades, a Director of Home Health, Director of Hospice
for the Granite Falls Hospital and an educator for the Rural Physicians Associate Program
(RPAP) through the University of Minnesota Medical School. Dr. Ken loved to teach, even
when he was the one receiving the care. His eyes sparkled when he could share
knowledge with others.
Dr. Ken had many hobbies including, photography, woodworking, hunting and fishing. He
loved living in the country where he could enjoy his horses, farming, “tractoring” and
vegetable gardening. His grandchildren filled his life with joy, and he supported each of
their special interests and education. Grandpa Ken adored telling and read stories with his
grandkids. He proudly shared pictures and activities involving his grandkids any time he
could, occasionally throwing in a story about his dog, Skippy.

On Thursday, January 23, 2020, Dr. Ken passed away peacefully surrounded by family at
CCM Health in Montevideo at the age of 77 years.
Surviving family include his life (wife), Lorelei, “Lori” Carter of Granite Falls; sons, Robert
(Lisa) Carter, Richard (Susie) Carter of Flower Mound, TX, Ted (Kimber) Carter of Apple
Valley; grandchildren, Emma, Joelle and Aryn Carter, Alexander, Ledger, Evelyn and
Milana Carter, Lucille, Bella and Elizabeth Carter; brother, Dr. Darrell (Hazel) Carter;
brother-in-law, Dan Jensen of Janesville; nephews, Michael (Melissa) Jensen of Hastings,
Matthew (Amy) Jensen of Sioux Falls, SD; nieces, Dawn (Steve) Leigh of Janesville,
Sheila (Jeff) VanOverbeke of Granite Falls; as well as many other relatives and friends.
Dr. Ken was preceded in death by his parents, Floyd and Lucille Carter; sister-in-law,
Marlene Jensen.
The family respectfully requests memorials be directed to Granite Falls Lutheran Church,
Rice Hospice or Pioneer Public Television.
Arrangements are with the Wing-Bain Funeral Home of Granite Falls. For online
guestbook, please visit http://www.wingbain.com
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Comments

“

Dr. Carter provided medical care for my mother for decades. In her last years of life
she continued to express appreciation for Dr. Carter. When ever we would mention
the possibility of seeing a physician else where she would become indignant. “Where
could I ever go to get better care than what I receive from Dr. Carter.” Our family will
always be appreciative of his care and professionalism. Granite was blessed to have
such a wonderful professional and good person!

David Paulson - February 06, 2020 at 07:36 AM

“

Linda Ims lit a candle in memory of Dr. Ken Carter

Linda Ims - February 01, 2020 at 06:42 AM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Dr. Ken Carter.

January 31, 2020 at 09:52 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Dr. Ken Carter.

January 30, 2020 at 04:27 PM

“

Lana Dirksen lit a candle in memory of Dr. Ken Carter

Lana Dirksen - January 29, 2020 at 10:14 PM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dr. Ken Carter.

January 29, 2020 at 09:34 AM

“

Patti Anderson lit a candle in memory of Dr. Ken Carter

Patti Anderson - January 28, 2020 at 07:25 PM

“

Tom Hagen lit a candle in memory of Dr. Ken Carter

Tom Hagen - January 28, 2020 at 07:02 PM

“

Lori and Family,
I worked for Dr. Ken at the clinic and I'm saddened to hear of his sudden passing.
I so enjoyed all the years working for such a caring physician.
My sincere prayers of comfort to all of you.
Susan Hemingway-Westre

Susan Hemingway-Westre - January 28, 2020 at 12:33 PM

“

As a fellow neighboring physician sharing a similar passion for medicine I sincerely
appreciate your lifelong dedication and hard work for your patients and community.
We extend our deepest sympathy to Lori and family.

Jane and Kevin Myhre, MD - January 28, 2020 at 12:07 PM

“

Dr. Ken was my roommate at Phi Chi medical fraternity the first two years of medical
school. He always was an excellent student and he helped me learn our subjects.
We played intramural basketball together. We went fishing together in Canada with
our wives. We were deeply saddened when Lori called us about his disease and later
his death. He will be truly missed by us, his family. community, and patients.
Dr. John and Ann Berg - New Prague

John H Berg Jr, M.D. - January 28, 2020 at 12:00 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss Lori! I truly enjoyed working so closely with Dr. Ken for all
those years. I learned so much from him and I am so thankful that. Deepest
sympathy to and your family. Cheryl Lee

cheryl lee - January 28, 2020 at 11:56 AM

“

Dr. John and Ann Berg purchased the Serene Retreat for the family of Dr. Ken
Carter.

Dr. John and Ann Berg - January 28, 2020 at 11:50 AM

“

We will always cherish the memories of Dr. Ken...the conversations about his
woodworking, horses and dogs were fun to hear. Working beside him in the
operating room and seeing him get excited to show you how to "properly cut a
suture" will be remembered forever!!! Rest In Peace Dr. Ken and thank you for over
40 years of service to the community and hospital! Respectfully, Mike & Jan Carlbom

Jan Carlbom - January 28, 2020 at 08:54 AM

“

Wendy Augeson lit a candle in memory of Dr. Ken Carter

Wendy Augeson - January 27, 2020 at 11:17 PM

“

JoAnn Steinbach sent a virtual gift in memory of Dr. Ken Carter

JoAnn Steinbach - January 27, 2020 at 07:26 PM

“

Lori and family,
I am so sorry to hear about Dr. Ken's death.
I worked with him for years as a hospice nurse thru Rice Hospice.
One of my fondest memories of Ken is of him being the take home delivery driver for
the annual United Church of Christ's Meatball Fundraiser meal. I'm guessing he
knew everyone he delivered the meals too and where they lived as well.
Peace be with you.

Karen Schmidt-Dill - January 27, 2020 at 03:22 PM

“

Sorry For Your Loss.

Lonnie Stenersen - January 27, 2020 at 10:08 AM

“

Kim Kranitz-Savig lit a candle in memory of Dr. Ken Carter

Kim Kranitz-Savig - January 26, 2020 at 11:52 PM

“

I worked with Dr. Ken for many years. He gave so much to so many. Blessed be his
memory..

Patrice Schulte - January 26, 2020 at 08:41 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear of dr kens passing I worked with him both at the clinic and
hospital in the 70’s. He had a kind unassuming nature and I enjoyed his sense of
humor! You all have my deepest sympathies!

marcie kulseth - January 26, 2020 at 03:17 PM

“

Lori and family. We are so sorry...Dr Ken was a pillar in the Granite Falls community
and earned the respect of his medical community. So many were blessed by his
healing and care. Blessings to all of you. Sincerely, ii Charlie and Kathy Munsch.

Kathy Munsch - January 26, 2020 at 01:33 PM

“

From: Families of Karen Appeldorn,Angie,Steve,Jodi purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Dr. Ken Carter.

Karen E Appeldorn - January 26, 2020 at 12:48 PM

“

Our family will never forget the great kindness and compassionate care Dr. Ken
showed my mother, Susan Knutson, many years ago. Especially precious is a photo
Dr. Ken took of our entire family the Christmas after mother passed away. We stood
in front of the Christmas tree on the footbridge which came from my father's yard and
was decorated by hospice who were our angels. We needed someone to take our
photo and Dr. Ken happened to be walking by. He graciously consented to take our
photo and we are forever grateful for this sweet memory. Thank you Dr. Ken. We will
never forget you.

Muriel J Andersen - January 25, 2020 at 10:37 PM

“

Rest in Peace Ken!
You will be missed!

Jerel-Terri Stenersen - January 25, 2020 at 09:04 PM

“

RIP Dr. Ken. Great job well done. A very good and nice man.

Don Johnson - January 25, 2020 at 06:46 PM

“

Dr. Carter,
Even though I never got to know you, I feel compelled to pay a most sincere tribute
to you. Growing up in a Dr.s family myself, back in the 60's ,70's and 80's, I know (!)
What you gave of yourself, to Granite Falls, and the surrounding communities! Even
though you and my dad ( Dr. Thomas Birkey ), never practiced at the same hospital,
you were certainly friends, and knew each other through your practices, and
professional organizations. Dr. Ken, I just want to say a most sincere THANK YOU,
for what you have given, taught, and sacrificed of your time, all these years.
Especially nowadays, to give 50 years (!) Of ones life, to any organization, is all but
unheard of! You have made life alot better, for many, many people. Thank you for all
you have done, making this a better place to live, all these years! With all my respect
and admiration, sincerely- Steve Birkey

Steve Birkey - January 25, 2020 at 06:37 PM

“

Dr. Ken was my doctor and friend for many years. We had many good conversations,
usually about horses! My sympathy goes out to Lori and the entire family. He will be
missed.

Jan Nelson - January 25, 2020 at 01:24 PM

“

Highly regarded doctor and colleague of whom I have many great memories. My
thoughts are with the family.
Frank Brathen MD

Frank Brathen - January 25, 2020 at 11:58 AM

“

Lori, I am so sorry for your loss. Take care of yourself. Roselyn

Roselyn Biermaier - January 25, 2020 at 11:50 AM

“

Sending my Deepest Sympathy to Lori and Families.
Linda Hildahl

Linda Hildahl - January 25, 2020 at 10:31 AM

“

He was my first doctor back in Minnesota years ago . I never forgot him . Prayers
send to the family .

Liane Feldhauser - January 25, 2020 at 09:05 AM

“

Chuck Maynus lit a candle in memory of Dr. Ken Carter

Chuck Maynus - January 25, 2020 at 08:54 AM

“

He was my mother’s doctor.... deeply loved and respected. He took incredible care of her,
with love and compassion!
Fondly, Alice Paulson’s daughter, Connie Carson
connie carson - January 25, 2020 at 06:12 PM

“

Madelyn Bronson lit a candle in memory of Dr. Ken Carter

Madelyn Bronson - January 25, 2020 at 08:14 AM

“

I was so sad to hear of Dr. Ken’s passing. I always enjoyed working with him. His
family stories he shared and his love of horses are a few things I will remember. I
won’t ever forget the time I was working on the floor and taking care of a patient of
his. I entered an order for something that was not on the standing order list but
something I did not want to bother him with at home. He came in the next morning,
looked through his charts and came and asked me if I talked to him about this order. I
thought oh boy I am gonna be in trouble. So I was honest said no and gave him my
rationale. I then asked if he was upset, and if I should call him for orders like that. He
smiled and said, no I just could not remember the conversation and so I asked. We
both laughed about it. Granite Falls has lost a staple in their community and he will
be missed by many. Prayers coming for Lori and his family as they grieve this loss.

Cindi Hughes - January 25, 2020 at 08:09 AM

“

My sympathies to families of Dr Ken. He was my dr the entire time in GF. He will be missed
by many.
Sandy Boehne - January 25, 2020 at 04:29 PM

“
“

Our deepest sympathy to the family of Dr Ken Carter. He was a very special man.
Chuck & Lanae Grieger - January 25, 2020 at 07:06 PM

So sorry for your loss. Loss of friend/husband/co-worker/family. May God comfort and
sustain you all during this time of loss. May the many memories bring you joy. Vickie and
Rich Potter
vickie and Rich Potter - January 26, 2020 at 08:27 PM

“

Our condolences to the Carter family.

Mitch Ayers - January 25, 2020 at 07:23 AM

“

Kris Nelson-Jensen lit a candle in memory of Dr. Ken Carter

Kris Nelson-Jensen - January 25, 2020 at 02:11 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to Dr. Ken’s Family. I always held him in the highest respect as
a physician when I worked at the hospital many years ago. The community was
fortunate to have him for so long.

Judy Skogen - January 25, 2020 at 12:27 AM

“

Dr. Ken was my doctor for many years. He delivered all 3 of my children. This makes
my heart sad. My sympathy to his family. May all of your memories, and God's
promise of eternal life, bring you comfort in the days ahead.

Kris Helgeson - January 25, 2020 at 12:12 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Dr. Carter will be sorely missed. John & Katie Monson

Katie Monson - January 25, 2020 at 12:06 AM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family at
this difficult time.
I worked with Dr. Ken as an RN in Granite Falls Hospital. I left the hospital in 1984.
Dr. Ken was awesome Doctor. I worked up on the 2nd floor. I knew I could count on
Dr.Ken anytime day or night if I needed him. His patients were his number one
priority.
I have no words. I can't believe he is gone. I will greatly miss him!!!

Margaret Sander - January 25, 2020 at 12:03 AM

“

There are wonderful memories of this wonderful man that helped so many .His love
for Lori and his family was his reason that he felt so fulfilled. Karen

Karen Appeldorn - January 24, 2020 at 10:48 PM

“

Fay Reinke lit a candle in memory of Dr. Ken Carter

fay reinke - January 24, 2020 at 10:41 PM

“

Beverly Nordang lit a candle in memory of Dr. Ken Carter

Beverly Nordang - January 24, 2020 at 10:29 PM

“

Prayers and sympathy to the entire Carter family. We appreciate the many years of
medical care and friendship.

Marian Bloomquist - January 24, 2020 at 10:28 PM

“

Melissa Elyea lit a candle in memory of Dr. Ken Carter

Melissa Elyea - January 24, 2020 at 10:28 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to Dr. Ken's family. 50 years of selfless care to this community
and the surrounding area. Well done good and faithful servant. We will miss you
terribly.

Donna Imes - January 24, 2020 at 10:16 PM

“

I have no words for what I am feeling now. My sympathy to Lori and family. I will miss
Ken at church. He was so willing to help with everything that went on at church. Lori
is such a wonderful friend. My heart goes out to her. They both loved their family so
much. Ken will be missed by many. Love from the Hagens

Rachel Hagen - January 24, 2020 at 10:01 PM

“

So very sorry for Ken's passing. I Pray for comfort to you LORI and Family
Good Friends -- Good Loving Family -- Good Christian's
Sally Ohliger - January 25, 2020 at 09:13 AM

“

Dr. Ken ALWAYS had time at our appointments to explain our problems we were there for
at the time . Ken was considered a friend to us . Thank you Dear family for sharing him with
this community--A Dr.s life is one of dedication and giving of themselves--Thank you Lori
and Boys and Family for sharing Dear Ken with All of us !! Sending Love and Prayers of
comfort for all of you !!
LeRoy and Jan Peterson - January 26, 2020 at 11:11 AM

“

Our sympathy to Kenneth's family. He was our doctor for many years and always
took time to listen to his patients.

Bruce and Kathy Abel - January 24, 2020 at 09:17 PM

“

“

Sorry for your loss great Dr.
Terry Hass - January 25, 2020 at 08:54 AM

Dr. Ken was our family physician and brought our oldest into the world. We will
always cherish our memories of him.

Carrie Ryer - January 24, 2020 at 09:06 PM

“

Linda Wasmund lit a candle in memory of Dr. Ken Carter

Linda Wasmund - January 24, 2020 at 07:40 PM

“

He was Vern's Dr for many year's He was always honest with you and told it like it was
never held anything back Vern really missed him when he retired prayers for his family
Donna Schewe - January 25, 2020 at 02:12 PM

“

Dr Ken was our Dr through 3 generations starting from the first day he came to Granite.
Sincerely thankful for him and to his family.
karen Mills - January 26, 2020 at 02:39 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Dr Ken’s family, friends and colleagues. I had the privilege of
working with him for several years as a hospice nurse. He exhibited caring, kindness and
compassion for his patients. Blessed be his memory.
Cindy Bednar
Cindy Bednar - January 27, 2020 at 05:05 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to Lori and family, may God help you through this difficult time. We
bought Dr Ken's house on 15th Ave, back in the 80's, we really liked that house.
Galen,Pat Grove and family
Pat Grove - January 31, 2020 at 11:21 AM

