Clayton Hanson
September 1, 1926 - February 21, 2015

Clayton Wesley Hanson was born on September 1, 1926, in Granite Falls, the son of
Hubert and Alpha Hanson. He was baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran faith in Granite
Falls Lutheran Church.
After graduating from high school, Clayton entered the United States Navy. He proudly
served his country during WWII and received his honorable discharge in 1946. He
returned to Granite Falls and on April 10, 1949, Clayton was united in marriage to Orla
Voss at Peace Lutheran Church in Echo, MN. To this union, one daughter was bornSandra Lee. They lived in the Granite Falls – Wood Lake area until September of 1993,
when they retired to Mesa, AZ. Since his retirement, Clayton and Orla divided their time
between Mesa and Granite Falls.
Clayton was in the plumbing and heating business all of his life and was proud of his
Master Plumber’s License. In April of 2014, Clayton and Orla celebrated their 65th
wedding anniversary.
Clayton was a member of the Wood Lake Fire Department, the Wood Lake American
Legion, as well as a past commander, and served on the Wood Lake City Council. He also
served on both the Granite Falls Hospital Board and the Granite Falls Lutheran Church
Council. Clayton was a proud veteran and had been a member of the American Legion for
69 years.
Clayton will be remembered for his love of helping people, whether it be a plumbing
problem, furnace problem or lending a hand with a floor tiling project. He had a big smile
and a strong handshake. He was a devoted husband and father and was so proud of his
two granddaughters and loved those three great-grandkids. He enjoyed spending time at
the lake cabin and taking rides in the pontoon. Clayton made many friends during his
lifetime and always was up for a game of buck. He was called from this life while under the
loving care of the staff of Banner Baywood Hospital in Mesa, AZ. He was 88 years of age.
Surviving Clayton are his wife Orla; his daughter Sandy Drager (& fiance Phil Kruger) of
Chaska; granddaughters- Dawn (& David) Francis of Prescott, WI and Shawna (& David)
Darville of Monticello; 3 great grandchildren- Danielle & Dylan Francis and Jade Darville;
his brother Robert (& Doreen) Hanson of Wood Lake; his sisters Charlotte (& Paul)
Peterson of St. Louis Park, Alice (& Richard) Friedman of Bella Vista, Ark.; step-sister Lois

(& Alton) Anderson of Inver Grove Heights; his special friend- Melissa Schulte; nieces,
nephews, extended family and many friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents and his son-in-law Dale Drager.

Cemetery

Events

Hillcrest Cemetery

FEB

2726 540th Street

27

Granite Falls, MN, 56241

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Granite Falls Lutheran Church
350 9th Avenue, Granite Falls, MN, US, 56241

FEB
27

Memorial Service

02:00PM

Granite Falls Lutheran Church
350 9th Avenue, Granite Falls, MN, US, 56241

Comments

“

My sympathy to you. I remember all the good times at your home when we were in
school. We were in Mexico and just got home, so am late with this.
Sue Versaevel (Suzanne Geistfeld)

Sue Versaevel - March 04, 2015 at 10:59 AM

“

Even though Marcie and I won't be able to attend we are with you in thought and
spirit. I know that Clayton is home with our Lord and having no more issues. I always
enjoyed visiting with Clayton and he always had a big hug for me when we would
part. Doesn't seem possible that I will not get anymore of those hugs. He was a great
person and a wonderful uncle. May God give you all strength to handle the days,
weeks and months ahead. The memories are painful now but they will help you heal
eventually. He will never be any further away than a thought as you all have so many
memories of wonderful times shared and the love shared by all of you will always
keep Clayton close to you in your hearts. Love you. Cheri

Cheri Lalim - February 26, 2015 at 10:32 AM

“

Orla, Sandy, Dawn, Shawna and families, my deepest sympathy. Hoping your happy
memories bring you peace.

Karen Mills - February 26, 2015 at 07:53 AM

“

I am having a very hard time finding words to write for such a wonderful man. I first
met Clayton at the senior center and my love for him and Orla grew each summer
they came back from AZ. I am sorry was unable to say "see you in the spring" last
fall. I think of you both so often and laugh at the jokes you both sent to me. There is
no doubt you will be missed by so many Clayton. Sending love and prayers to Orla
and Sandy and the rest of his family.

Robbin Bendel - February 23, 2015 at 08:13 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Clayton Hanson.

February 22, 2015 at 04:04 PM

